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1. Greetings from your MCR President

Dear New College MCR Freshers,

I'd like to o er you a very warm welcome to New College and to our Middle Common
Room community. On behalf of myself and the rest of the committee, we cannot wait
for you to join us. Whether you're arriving from nearby or travelling across the world,
starting postgraduate study is a pivotal moment and, as I'm certain you'll soon agree,
there is no better place to facilitate this change than at New College, Oxford.

Our college is one of the oldest and most beautiful in Oxford, but what makes it even
more special is the people and community.

The MCR is the heart of graduate life, providing constant opportunities to engage
with like minded people and pause the demands of academia. It's a community run
by students for students, and we're proud of the welcoming and inclusive atmosphere
we've built together over the years.

Throughout your time here, you will enjoy a wide range of activities and opportunities

everything from formal dinners and bar nights to exchange events with other colleges,
sports, movie screenings, walks, yoga sessions, and more. Whether you're looking
to socialise, explore Oxford, or just unwind with a cup of tea, there'll certainly be
something for you.

The opening weeks of your time here will be full of opportunities to connect, settle
in and forge signi cant bonds. The full and varied timetable engineered for Freshers'
Fortnight will also assist you in navigating around the college and the wider University.
It won't take you long to feel at home with your New College family. The MCR
Committee, a group of fellow students here to represent your interests and make sure
your experience is as rewarding and enjoyable as possible, will be here to meet you
during this time. If you ever need help - academic, personal, or otherwise - there's
always someone to support you, whether that's our welfare reps, peer supporters, or
other members of the graduate or college community.
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If you desire a committee role, wish to help organise community events, assist behind
the bar or simply enjoy yourself during your relaxation time, | am con dent the MCR
will meet your needs.

Enjoy your summer, and | really look forward to meeting you all very soon in Michael-
mas Term.

Kind regards,

Diego Ramirez
MCR President 2026 2027, emaiticr.president@new.ox.ac.uk
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2. The College

History

St Mary's College of WinchesterOxford, commonly known afNew Collegevas founded on the 26of
November 1379. It was the seventh college, of those still in existence, to be founded at Oxford. Since 1400
it has been known as New College to distinguish it from the other College of St Mary (now Oriel College).
The College was founded by William of Wykeham, who was the Bishop of Winchester, Chancellor of
England and a churchman and administrator in the King's service, whose eventual wealth and power
overshadowed the humble obscurity of his origins. He established and endowed the College on a scale
that, at the time, dwarfed any rival institution. The rst part of College to be built was Front Quad and
the adjoining cloisters, which were constructed between the foundation and 1400. This was the rst
purpose-built quadrangle in Oxford and is unusual in that it has an oval lawn in the middle. Pre-dating
this were the city walls, which date from the thirteenth century: New College is obliged to maintain
these, and they form a pleasant backdrop to the College gardens.

In August 1651, New College was forti ed by the Parliamentarian forces, and the cloister was used
for musketry training. In 1685, Monmouth's rebellion involved Robert Sewster, a fellow of the College,
who commanded a company of University volunteers. These volunteers were mostly of New College
and exercised on the Bowling Green.

The College was extended between 1681 and 1707 with the addition of the beautiful Garden Quad.
At the end of the nineteenth century Holywell Quad, with the associated New Buildings, was built to
cope with expanding numbers in College. The Sacher Building was built for graduate students in the
sixties, making New College the rst of the ancient colleges to build a common room especially for
graduates. Since 2011, the MCR has been located in the cricket pavilion located at the Weston Buildings.
The Governing Body began considering the admission of women in 1964, and New College's rst female
students matriculated in 1979.

College mo o

The College's motto, created by William of Wykeham, is "Manners Makyth Man". The motto was in
many respects fairly revolutionary. Firstly, it was written in English, rather than Latin, which makes it
very unusual in Oxford, particularly in light of the College's age: even St Catherine's College, founded
in 1965, has a Latin motto. Secondly, the motto makes a social statement. While it might initially seem
to suggest the bene t of having good manners, this reading does not capture its full scope. The motto's
true meaning is that it is not by birth, money, or property that an individual is de ned, but by how he or
she behaves. And this not only re ects our founder's humble upbringings but it is the creed that guides
our College to this day.
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Fig. 2.2: One of the nicer views of New
Fig. 2.1: William of Wykeham's coat ofCollege
arms, including his motto

New College today

New College is an intellectual community and one of the best-known colleges in Oxford. New College
has some of the most beautiful grounds and buildings in Oxford and an endowment of over ¢250 million.
It has approximately 60 Governing Body fellows, 28 lecturers, 26 research fellows, 380 graduate students
(including 100 expected freshers this year) and 450 undergraduate students.

The College is governed by the Governing Body, which consists of professors, tutorial fellows,
and senior College o cers. Some members of the Governing Body also hold University chairs. The
head of College is the Warden, who chairs the Governing Body, oversees all aspects of the College, and
represents the College to the world. The current Warden, appointed in 2016, is Miles Young, the former
Chairman and CEO of Ogilvy & Mather, a leading global communications rm.

The fellows and senior College o cers make up the Senior Common Room, or SCR. Physically, this
is located between the Front and Garden quads. You will encounter SCR members at dinner, when they
dine at High Table in the hall, or in their o ces.

The MCR is made up of graduate students and associate members which indlugead undergrad-
uate students, visiting students, a few post-doctoral researchers without a college allegiance and some
recent alumni. Graduate students are primarily taught by the University but have college to provide
additional resources and to serve as a social base.

The JCR, or Junior Common Room, is the undergraduate body. They are taught between College,
where they have regular tutorials (hour-long sessions with their tutors, individually or in pairs), and the
University, where they have lectures and practicals. Admission of undergraduates is the responsibility
of the colleges.

New College is particularly famous for its musical and cultural education. It houses a world-class
choir with an associated choir school, and the fellows have written many of the world's leading textbooks
in the discipline. The College has recently built a number of state-of-the-art music practise studios for all
students to use. Additionally, New College has recently opened a new quad, the Gradel Quadrangles, on
Mans eld Road. The building, with its imaginative architectural design, mainly contains undergraduate
accommodation, but also an exhibition space, a concert hall, as well as additional study space.

Further Reading

A College history ranging deep into the middle ages can hardly be done justice in a few paragraphs. So,
to anyone whose interest is piqued and who wants to learn more about our College, we wholeheartedly
recommend the following books: 'New College' edited by Christopher Tyerman [2010] as being the
most accessible, 'New College 1379-1979' by Buxton and Williams [1979] as being the most scholarly,
and 'New College' by Rashdall and Rait [1901] as being an excellent and exceedingly witty albeit older
account of our history. ‘New College, Oxford, and its Buildings' by A. H. Smith [1952] is focused more
on the College architecture and there is a series, called 'Victoria County History', in which the section
on New College is very good [Oxfordshire series, Volume 3, 1954]. For more miscellaneous readings,
have a look at the 'New College Notes', a small online journal for College matters.
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3. The People

The MCR Commi ee

The MCR is run by a committee of students. The committee organises events, provides welfare support,
and represents the postgraduate student body to the College and University. The committee members
are a great point of reference if you have any questions, any suggestions, or wishes. Especially upon
your arrival at the College, please feel free to contact the committee with any questions you might
have about New College or the University. Our e-mail addresses simply follow the usual pattern of
rstname.lastname@new.ox.acMkich is valid for most members of the College). If you are unsure of
an e-mail address you can also searchwanw.ox.ac.uk/contaeis well as as well as refer to the MCR
web page ahttps://mcr.new.ox.ac.uk

The MCR committee is made up of executive and non-executive positions. Getting involved in the
committee is great fun and a good way of being part of College life. You will hear more about how you
can do this during Freshers' Fortnight.

President: Diego Ramirez

Hi! I'm a DPhil student in Philosophical Theology, focusing on
epistemology and moral growth. I'm a big fan of architecture and
art, in my free time | do calisthenics, paint, and sit like a lizard
in the sun of the college garden. Please do reach out if you need
any guidance or help nding your way around New or Oxford

in general ;)

Vice-President: Aditya Mori

Hi, I'm Adi, an MPhil student in Economics. When | am not
talking about or studying economics, | can be found playing
tennis or doing my VP duties. Feel free to come say hi if you see
me around hall or if you want to play tennis sometime!
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