1liad: Tutorial Plan

Week 1: The opening of the Iliad.

Consider Book 1 as an introduction to the poem: pay close attention to the proem (Unvis; the plan of Zeus);
the presentation of Achilles and Agamemnon; what is at issue in their argument, the narrative art with
which the argument is narrated; the characterisation and function of the gods.
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Week 2: Iliad 9.

What is the place of the book in the poem as a whole? What (if anything) is wrong with Agamemnon’s
overtures? What is the nature of the appeal made by each of the three speakers, and how do their speeches
characterise them? What of Achilles: how does his language characterise him, and has he changed ground
since Book 1?7 What is the function of Phoenix’ story about Meleager?
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Week 3. What is the tragedy of Hector? (With particular reference to books 6 and 22.)
Commentary:

M. W. Edwards, Homer: Poet of the Iliad (Baltimore and London, 1987), 20613, 287-300.
B. Graziosi and J. Haubold (edd.), Homer, Iliad Book VI (Cambridge, 2010).



Bibliography

P. E. Easterling, “The tragic Homer’, BICS 31 (1984), 1-8.

S. Farron, “The character of Hector in the lliad’, Acta Classica 21 (1978), 39-57.

J. Griffin, ‘Achilles kills Hector’, Lampas 23 (1990), 353—69.

R.J. Rabel, “The shield of Achilles and the death of Hector’, Eranos 87 (1989), 81-90.

J. M. Redfield, Nature and Culture in the Iiad: The tragedy of Hector (Chicago, 1975), esp. 10927, 128-59.
H. G. Robertson, ‘Another look at Hector’, Echos du Monde Classique 10 (1966), 6-10

O. Taplin, Homeric Soundings (Oxford, 1992), 115-27, and consult index s.v. Hektor.

Week 4: The end of Iliad, books 23—24.

What is left unresolved after 22? How important are the funeral games? What is the role of the Gods in
these books, and does it differ from earlier in the poem? What themes are recapitulated in these books? Is
the end of the poem really a resolution?
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Week 5: What do the Gods contribute to the lliad?
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Week 6: What are the values attributed by Homer to the society that he depicts? How helpful are
the notions of a ‘heroic code’ and a ‘shame culture’?
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Week 7: How are females presented in the /liad?
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Have a look in particular at the Shield of Achilles, Bk. 18, accompanied by Mark Edwards’ Cambridge
commentary ad loc.
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Week 8: What is the Homeric Question? What difference does it make to our reading and criticism of the
poem?
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