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UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD
MODERN LANGUAGES PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION - ITALIAN

This is some advice on how to prepare before the start of your first-year course.

1) Language
Whether you have an A’ Level or you start as a beginner, language classes in your first year will give

you a firm grasp of grammar, develop your vocabulary and language skills and prepare you for the
Language Preliminary Exams at the end of Trinity Term. Teaching in your first year will consist of 4 to 5
hours a week (depending on entry level, assessed by the online test you’ll be required to do) comprising
Grammar and Vocabulary, Listening comprehension, Reading comprehension, Essay writing, Prose
(Translation from English into Italian) and Translation from Italian into English.

Material will mostly be provided by the Language Tutors, who will also advise you on independent
learning and weekly assignments. You are required to purchase the following grammar books prior to the
start of Michaelmas Term (they will be available at Oxford Blackwell’s). NB: THIS LIST IS
PROVISIONAL AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE BEFORE THE START OF THE NEXT
ACADEMIC YEAR.
 For all students:

 Soluzioni: A Practical Grammar of Contemporary Italian, by Denise De Rome (Routledge, 2015) (NB:
third edition).
 Those who applied to Beginners Italian are required to purchase also a copy of:

 Upgrade your Italian, by Clelia Boscolo (Hodder, 2005)
 A recommended grammar if you are starting as a beginner and studying on your won is:

 The Ultimate Italian Review and Practice, by David Stillman (McGraw-Hill, 2013)
 At a more Advanced level, we also recommend the following reference books:

 A Reference Grammar of Modern Italian, by Martin Maiden and Cecilia Robustelli (Routledge, 2007;
second edition).

 Using Italian Vocabulary, by Marcel Danesi (Cambridge University Press, 2003)
You are strongly advised to acquire a good-sized bilingual Dictionary (such as Oxford-Paravia,

Zanichelli, Collins, Ragazzini), also available in libraries. You may also use the following online
dictionaries, but we recommend you always write down the word or expression you’ve looked up in your
own vocabulary notebook:
 Bilingual dictionaries: http://www.garzantilinguistica.it

http://www.collinsdictionary.com
 Monolingual Italian dictionaries: http://www.treccani.it

http://dizionari.corriere.it/dizionario_italiano/
Once at Oxford you’ll have access to the language learning resources at the Language Centre Library

and the Taylor Institution, where you can find all of the above and much more.

Language Courses:
If you wish to attend a language course (but you don't have to!), you can obtain useful information

from the Italian Cultural Institute, 39 Belgrave Square, London SW1X 8NX, Web: www.icilondon.esteri.it,
tel. 020 7235 1461.

Past students have recommended the following courses in Italy:
 British Institute, Florence: http://www.britishinstitute.it
 Scuola Toscana, Florence: http://www.scuola-toscana.com
 Istituto italiano, Florence: http://www.istitutoitaliano.it
 Università per Stranieri di Siena: http://www.unistrasi.it/1/593/Corsi_di_lingua.htm
 Università del Salento, Lecce): https://www.italianoperstranieri.unisalento.it/home_page
 Università per Stranieri, Perugia: http://www.unistrapg.it
 Cultura italiana, Bologna): http://www.culturaitaliana.it/index.html
 Torre di Babele, Rome: http://www.torredibabele.com
 Istituto Venezia, Venice: http://www.istitutovenezia.com
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N.B. Reading, speaking and/or going to Italy cannot replace (and will be much more rewarding if
based on) a formal grounding in grammar. The need to work as hard as possible at this task cannot
be emphasized enough.
TEST: ALL NEW STUDENTS WILL SIT A LANGUAGE TEST IN ORDER TO BE ASSIGNED TO
THE APPROPRIATE LEVEL IN LANGUAGE CLASSES.

2) Literature
In the first year, you will be working on two literature papers, each with prescribed works:
 "Modern Italian Narrative and Cinema" (Paper IV)

Prescribed texts (any edition of the following, in Italian; beginners are allowed to read them in translation, in
the first instance, but the examination will be based on the original Italian texts):
1) Primo Levi, Se questo è un uomo [“If this is a Man”]
2) Italo Calvino, Il cavaliere inesistente [“The Non-Existent Knight”]
3) Anna Maria Ortese, Il mare non bagna Napoli [“The Bay is not Naples”]
4) Cesare Pavese, La luna e i falò ["The Moon and the Bonfire"]
5) I cento passi (film directed by Marco Tullio Giordana).

Students will also be expected to have such knowledge of the literary, intellectual and historical
background as is necessary for the understanding of these works.
 "Aspects of Italian Lyric Poetry" (Paper III)

1) The Italian Sonnet from the Middle Ages to the present. A selection of sonnets, which will be
available at a later date in the Modern Languages Faculty Office, will be studied as an
introduction to poetry in general, and to the exercise of close critical commentary.

2a) Giuseppe Ungaretti, selection from L'allegria, in Vita d'un uomo: 106 poesie (1914-1960),
Mondadori Oscar, Milan: Eterno, Nasce forse, In galleria, In memoria, Veglia, Il porto sepolto (NB:

this poem is not included in the anthology), Fratelli, Sono una creatura, I fiumi, Pellegrinaggio, La notte
bella, San Martino del Carso, Distacco, Italia, Commiato, Allegria di naufragi, Mattina, Dormire,
Un’altra notte, Vanità, Girovago, Sereno, Soldati, Preghiera.

2b) Eugenio Montale, selection from Ossi di seppia, Mondadori Oscar, Milan: In limine, Non chiederci la
parola, Meriggiare pallido e assorto, Spesso il male di vivere ho incontrato, So l'ora in cui la faccia
più impassibile, Gloria del disteso mezzogiorno, Felicità raggiunta si cammina, Il canneto rispunta i
suoi cimelli, Forse un mattino andando, La farandola dei fanciulli sul greto, Cigola la carrucola del
pozzo; and all nine poems from the section “Mediterraneo”.

Italian books can be ordered, among others, at any of these bookshops:

B.H. Blackwell Ltd. Grant & Cutler at Foyles The European Bookshop
51 Broad Street 107 Charing Cross Road 123 Gloucester Road, Kensington
Oxford OX1 3BQ London WC2H 0DT London SW7 4TE
Tel. 01865.792792 Tel. 020.74403248 Tel. 020.72401634
www.blackwell.co.uk www.grantandcutler.com www.italianbookshop.co.uk

See also: www.unilibro.it www.inmondadori.it www.ibs.it

N.B. Before arriving in Oxford you should have read at least prescribed texts 1) & 2) for the
"Modern Italian Narrative & Cinema" paper, and the selected poems from Ungaretti's 'L'Allegria'
(included in Vita d'un uomo: 106 poesie) and Eugenio Montale's Ossi di seppia.

If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact me at St. Hugh's.

With best wishes,
Prof. Giuseppe Stellardi (St. Hugh's College)
Email: giuseppe.stellardi@st-hughs.ox.ac.uk
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